Hornbills and how to conserve them

I wish to express my concern about a unique bird among thousands of endangered species in our beautiful country.

This year the World Environment Day’s theme is, ‘Go Wild for life.‘  People all over the world are making efforts to conserve forest wealth and to stop illegal trading in wildlife goods.


One of the most amazing species of birds on this planet, although not as colourful as the peacock, or as melodious as the nightingale, is the magnificent and dashingly beautiful great Indian Hornbill.

This bird is native to the Western Ghats. If you go to North Karnataka to places like Karwar, you may have the golden opportunity to see them. It is a bird with black and yellow plumage, with a long yellow beak, and has little horns on its beak. That is why it is known as the Hornbill. The iris of the male is red, and white in a female.  The Hornbill’s flight is remarkable. It flaps its wings to make a loud sound and it flies over the tall trees of the rainforest.

The one thing peculiar about Hornbills is its breeding strategy. The female lays its eggs in a cosy hollow. The female goes in and the male seals the hollow with a platter made of wood and fasces. The male then brings food for his mate and his chicks and feeds them through a hole in the slit of the platter.

Tribal’s prey on the Hornbill as food and the horns for ornamental purposes. The male Hornbill is thus often in danger of being killed, resulting in deprivation of food to the female and chicks of Hornbills leading to their possible extinction.  Shouldn’t we take steps to preserve the king and queen of the bird jungle?

Well, we might think:  “What can we do to the tribals?” They hunt in the jungle. How could we possibly prevent Hornbills from extinction?” Yes, we actually can save them. The Hornbills nest closer to human habitation because of fewer trees and one of the best ways to save trees is by saving paper. By saving four sheets of paper, we can reduce the demand of one tree. By Xeroxing a ten-page document on both sides of the paper can we all  reduce the demand for 75 trees. Thus, let us all save paper, stop using plastic and spend more time with Mother Nature. After all, we are Mother Nature’s offspring’s. This could not only help the Hornbills or tigers or crocodiles, but it also helps us, to live in a safe environment and to be grateful  to Nature. So, let us all ‘go wild for life’.

